
 

 

The Significance of One Great Keyboard Player 
 
This morning, we learned of the passing of Garth Hudson, the last remaining member of The 
Band. To my ears, this dude was significant.  
 

Garth Hudson, born on August 2, 1937, in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, is best known as the 

keyboardist and multi-instrumentalist for The Band, a highly influential group that played a 

significant role in shaping roots rock and Americana music. Hudson is celebrated for his 

technical brilliance, innovative use of keyboards, and the rich textures he brought to the group's 

music. 

Early Life 

Hudson was classically trained in music from an early age, excelling on the piano, organ, and 

accordion. His parents, both musicians, nurtured his talent, and his formal education included 

studies in music theory and composition. Hudson's classical background and love for jazz 

heavily influenced his distinctive style. 

Role in The Band 

In the early 1960s, Hudson joined The Hawks, the backing band for rockabilly artist Ronnie 

Hawkins. Alongside fellow members Levon Helm, Robbie Robertson, Rick Danko, and Richard 

Manuel, Hudson eventually left Hawkins to form their own group, which would later become 

The Band. 

Hudson played a pivotal role in shaping The Band's unique sound. His mastery of the Lowrey 

organ and his ability to seamlessly blend rock, folk, blues, and classical elements set the group 

apart. His contributions can be heard in iconic tracks like: 

• "Chest Fever": The unforgettable, haunting organ intro was improvised by Hudson and 

remains one of his standout moments. 

• "The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down": His arrangements added depth to this 

poignant ballad. 

• "Up on Cripple Creek": Hudson introduced the clavinet with a wah-wah pedal, giving 

the song its funky groove. 

Technical Brilliance 

Hudson was known as The Band's musical wizard. His technical expertise and wide-ranging 

influences allowed him to incorporate elements of classical fugues, jazz improvisation, and rock 

rhythms into their music. He was also a key figure in the group's arrangements, often adding 

layers of complexity that made their songs timeless. 

Life Beyond The Band 

After The Band disbanded, Hudson continued to make music as a session musician, collaborating 

with artists such as Van Morrison, Leonard Cohen, and Neko Case. He also released solo work, 



 

 

including the album "The Sea to the North", showcasing his experimental and instrumental 

prowess. 

Legacy 

So we honor Garth Hudson, widely regarded as one of the greatest and most innovative keyboard 

players in rock history. Garth was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame with The Band 

in 1994 because he deserved it! . Despite his reserved and enigmatic personality, Hudson's 

contributions to music are monumental, and his significant influence can still be felt across 

multiple genres. 

 

Favorite Podcast of the Week: Enjoy Dr. Greg Stewart riffing on emotional intelligence and how 

we can master it. https://www.spreaker.com/episode/success-to-significance-with-dr-greg-

stewart-how-do-we-master-emotional-intelligence--63865020 

Book I’m Reading: Jazz- History, Instruments, Musicians, Recordings by John Fordham. Loved 

the richness and texture of Fordham’s narrative- “in Miles Davis’s “So What,” as the music dips, 

the drummer suddenly hits his cymbal with a single reverberating blow that erupts like a flare 

over a twilit scene.”  

Have a great week as we meander into February.    Rick 
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